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Outline

Part |- Philosophy of History:

 Why study history? End and Purpose

* Thinking governmentally

* Truth vs Counterfeit (History vs. Social Studies)

e Seven principles of history and government
* The Chain of Christianity

Part llI- Curriculum and Methods




Teaching History Biblically

Key Resources:

The Noah Plan History and Geography
Curriculum Guide, Elizabeth L. Youmans

The Christian History of the Constitution
Compiled by Verna M. Hall




Why Study History?

 As American Christians we have lost our
identity. Therefore, we do not know where we
are going individually and as a nation.

 We need revival! “Remember therefore from
where you have fallen, and repent and do the
deeds you did at first.” (Revelation 2:5)




“Do not remember what you should forget and forget
what you should remember!” (pel Tackett, The Truth Project)

“America from the days of creation has been for
God’s glory and for His people and if His people
will be willing to learn what He has done for
them in the days past, repent, and ask God’s

forgiveness for forgetting what He has done in

bringing America into being, God will deal with
her enemies within and without.”

Verna Hall, CHOC, page XXXV




The Bible commands us to remember what God did
for us and our ancestors:

“The works of the Lord are great, sought out of
all them that have pleasure therein. He hath
made his wonderful works to be remembered.”

(Psalms 111:2,4)
“And you shall remember that you were a slave

in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God
brought you out of there by a mighty hand and
by an outstretched arm.” (Deuteronomy 5:15)

In Psalm 78 there are 72 verses that recount the
hand of God in the lives of the Israelites.




A thorough knowledge of true history brings
freedom.

“You shall know the truth, and the truth will make
you free.” (John 8:32)

“Knowledge will forever govern ignorance; and a
people who mean to be their own governors

must arm themselves with the power which
knowledge gives.” (James Madison)




No Neutrality

Your worldview is the lens through which you see and
interpret data that comes to you, including history.
Secular historians are not recounting brute facts.

Their presuppositions and religious doctrines
determine their choice and interpretation of people,
places, events and principles.




“Writing American history is a harmless occupation
but teaching it to American schoolchildren is a
political act with far reaching consequences. The
reason for this is clear; you cannot recount the past
without making fundamental political judgments, and
you cannot deliver those judgments without
Impressing them deeply on the minds of future
citizens.”

Walter Karp, The American Covenant, The Untold Story, p.30






3. Materialist/Evolutionist- “We can start

with prehuman African hominids called
Australopithecus or “southern ape.” They were
between four and five feet tall with large teeth.
They walked on two legs. One important difference
between them  and us is that their brains were

only about one third the size of ours. Over the
4,000,000 years that have passed since
Australopithecus first appeared, our brains have
grown larger and our teeth much smaller.”

Virginia SOL Coach, World History/Geography to 1500 A.D.




4. Existentialist- Soren Kierkegaard proposed
that each individual—not society or religion—is
solely responsible for giving meaning to life.

“History is more or less bunk” (Henry Ford)

“History is little more than the register of
the crimes, follies, and misfortunes of
mankind.” (Edward Gibbon)




Providence defined

“In theology, the care and superintendence that God
exercises over His creatures. He that acknowledges a
creation and denies a providence, involves himself in a
palpable contradiction; for the same power which caused
a thing to exist is necessity to continue its existence.

Some persons admit a general providence, but deny a
particular providence, not considering that a general
providence consists of particulars. A belief in divine
providence is a source of great consolation to good men.
By divine providence is often understood God himself.”

Noah Webster, 1828 Dictionary




 The Providential view of history has been the
predominant view for the period 1400’s to
1900, approximately 500 years.

* God’s Providence in the Scriptures: Exodus
3:14, Malachi 3:6, | Timothy 6:15, Acts 17:24-
27, Psalm 22:28, Daniel 2:21, Romans 8:28,

Job 12:23

* Can you think of specific instances of God’s
Providence in your life?




Charles Rollin, 1661-1741

Statue of Charles Rollin
on display at
the Louvre.




“But another object of infinitely greater importance,
claims our attention. For although profane history
treats only of nations who had imbibed all the
chimeras of a superstitious worship, and abandoned
themselves to all the irregularities of which human
nature, after the fall of the first man, became
capable;

it nevertheless proclaims universally the greatness
of the Almighty, His power, His justice, and, above
all, the admirable wisdom with which His
providence governs the universe. If the inherent
conviction of this last truth raised, according to
Cicero’s observation, the Romans above all other
nations;



we may, in like manner, affirm, that nothing gives
history a greater superiority to many other branches
of literature, than to see in a manner imprinted in
almost every page of it, the precious footsteps and
shining proofs of this great truth, viz. that God
disposes all events as supreme Lord and sovereign;
that he, for reasons inscrutable to all but himself,

transfers the government of kingdoms from one
nation to another. We discover this important truth
in going back to the most remote antiquity, and the
origin of profane history;




| mean to the dispersion of the posterity of Noah
into the several countries of the earth where they
settled. Liberty, chance, views of interest, a love for
certain countries, and similar motives, were, in
outward appearance, the only causes of the
different choice which men made in these various
migrations. But the Scriptures inform us, that
amidst the trouble and confusion that followed the
sudden change on the langrage of Noah’s
descendants, God presided invisibly over all their
councils and deliberations;



that nothing was transacted but by the
Almighty’s appointment; and that he alone
guided and settled all mankind agreeably to the
dictates of his mercy and justice. The Lord

scattered them abroad from thence upon the
face of the earth.”

Charles Rollin, The Ancient History of Egyptians, Carthaginaians, Assyrians,
Medes and Persians, preface
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The events of history are not accidents. There are no accidents
in the lives of men or of nations. We may go back to the
underlying cause of every event, and discover in each God’s
overruling and intervening wisdom.

It has been said that history is the biography of communities;
in another, and profounder sense it is the autobiography of
Him “who worketh all things after the counsel of His own
will”(Eph. 1:11)

Verna Hall, “The Hand of God in American History” in The Christian
History of The American Revolution, page 46




"I have lived, sir, a long time;
and the longer I live, the more
convincing proofs | see of this
truth, that God governs in the
affairs of men. And if a
sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without his notice, is
it probable that an empire can
rise without his aid?"

Benjamin Franklin, Motion for Prayers in the Constitutional Convention, 1787 (age 81)
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What is Providential History?

In your own words?




Thinking Governmentally

“Thinking governmentally is a powerful tool of reasoning
that teaches the student to identify the flow of force or
power in any given situation-internally to externally. It
inculcates the habit of beginning the process of reasoning

or problem solving by seeking the source or cause of what
is known or seen.

It also aids the student in dealing with his own character. It
teaches the student to search the Scriptures first and to
reason with the revelation of truth.”




Two aspects:
1. We must plan, do and judge (Isaiah 33:22).
2. We must reason from cause to effect.




Applications

What are God'’s purposes in this situation?

How have the laws and/or the principles of the Word
of God either been honored or dishonored?

What has proceeded out of the heart of man? In other
words, how has man obeyed God, obeyed partially, or
completely disobeyed Him? What were the results, for
good or evil?

What does the learning of this event have to do with
me? What lessons can | learn from it? How should |
direct my life so that | will reap the blessings of God for
my family, my church, my nation or myself?




History or Social Studies?

See The Noah Plan History and Geography
Curriculum Guide pages 60-62
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Genuine Contemporary Counterfeits
The Principle of Individuality e Collectivism and
The Principle of Self- Multiculturalism
Government and Christian e Government Control and
Character

Regulation
The Principle of Individual e Welfare State’s
Stewar,dsh'p Izl Redistribution of Property
The Principle of Local Self-

Government * Expanding Centralization of

The Principle of American Power

Political Union and Sovereignty * Subjection to International
of the Nation State Bodies



The Seven Principles

Individuality and Union- The government must
embody the balanced principles of unity with diversity.

Christian self-government- We must govern ourselves,
under God’s government. Strong local self-government
is one keystone to preserving human freedom.

Christian character- A free people cannot survive
under a republican form of government unless they
remain virtuous and morally upright.

Private Property- Life and liberty are secure only as the
right of private ownership of property is strictly
protected. Our free market greatly depends upon
strong property rights.




The Seven Principles

Biblical form of government- Governmental forms are
not equal; the form of government must be Biblical and
embody these aspects:

systems of checks and balances

written constitution

separation of powers

government of fixed laws vs. changing opinions of men
protection of equal rights

Jurisdiction- Only limited and carefully defined powers
should be delegated to civil governments; all other
powers are retained by the people or other authorities.




The Chain of Christianity®

“God’s use of individual men and nations to move the
Gospel westward and to effect internal liberty in the civil
sphere.”
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How the Hand of God Moved Christian Civilization Westward
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The Christian Idea of Man and Government

“Christianity then appeared with its central doctrine, that
man was created in the Divine image, and destined for
immortality; pronouncing, that, in the eye of God, all men
are equal. This asserted for the individual an independent
value. It occasioned the great inference, that man is
superior to the state, which ought to be fashioned for his
use. This was the advent of a new spirit and a new power
in the world.”

Verna Hall, The Christian History of The American Constitution, page 3







Primary Sources

 Webster defines primary as, “original; first in
dignity to importance; chief; principal;
elemental; intended to teach youth the first
rudiments.”

* |n history, for instance, primary sources are
the actual original writings of people that you
are studying.

* From secondary sources we get...??7??




Primary Sources

* Allows “real time” PARTICIPATION in events through
“eye-witness accounts,” thus bringing history to life.

 Develops the CHARACTER of accuracy, integrity,

thoughtfulness, care, as we read and write primary
documents.




e Primary source study is from the “pure source”
allowing you to hear the actual words without an

“interpreter.”

Preparation for higher education demands that we
teach our students to be able to read, understand,
and interpret primary sources. The U.S. Department of
Education estimates that only 5% of graduating
seniors can do so.




e Knowledge is easier and more enjoyable when
acquired from primary sources.

“There is a strange idea abroad that in every subject the
ancient books should be read by the professionals, and that the
amateur should content himself with the modern books. It has
always therefore been one of my main endeavors as a teacher
to persuade the young that first-hand knowledge is not only
more worth acquiring than second-hand knowledge, but is

usually much easier and more delightful to acquire.”

CS Lewis










Example - Sin

Sin noun \ 'sin\1
a: an offense against
religious or moral law

b : an action thatis or is felt
to be highly reprehensible
<it's a sin to waste food>

c : an often serious
shortcoming : FAULT

The voluntary departure of a moral
agent from a known rule of rectitude
or duty, prescribed by God; any
voluntary transgression of the divine
law, or violation of a divine
command; a wicked act;

iniquity. sin is either a positive act in
which a known divine law is violated,
or it is the voluntary neglect to obey
a positive divine command, or a rule
of duty clearly implied in such
command. sin comprehends not
action only, but neglect of known
duty, all evil thoughts purposes,
words and desires, whatever is
contrary to God's commands or law.
1 John 3:1. Matthew 15:1. James
4:17. Sinners neither enjoy the
pleasures of nor the peace of piety.



http://webstersdictionary1828.com/
http://webstersdictionary1828.com/
http://webstersdictionary1828.com/
http://webstersdictionary1828.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fault

Example -

The act of uniting a man and
woman for life; wedlock; the
legal union of a man and
woman for life. Marriage is a
contract both civil and religious,
by which the parties engage to
live together in mutual affection
and fidelity, till death shall
separate them. Marriage was
instituted by God himself for
the purpose of preventing the
promiscuous intercourse of the
sexes, for promoting domestic
felicity, and for securing the
maintenance and education of
children.

Marriage is honorable in all and
the bed undefiled. Heb 13:4

Marriage

The state of being united to a
person of the opposite sex as
husband or wife in a consensual
and contractual relationship
recognized by law (2) : the
state of being united to a
person of the same sexin a
relationship like that of a
traditional marriage <same-

sex marriage>




“Come let us reason together”

Reason is the glory of human nature...Now the design
of Logic is to teach us the right use of our reason, or
intellectual powers, and the improvement of them in
ourselves and others. This is not only necessary in
order to attain any competent knowledge in the
sciences, or the affairs of learning, but to govern both
the greater and the meaner actions of life. It is the
cultivation of our reason by which we are better
enabled to distinguish good from evil, as well as truth

from falsehood;

Isaac Watts, Logic, the Right Use of Reason in the Inquiry After Truth




and both these are matters of the highest importance,
whether we regard this life, of the life to come...The
pursuit and acquisition of truth is of infinite
concernment to mankind.

Isaac Watts, Logic, the Right Use of Reason in the Inquiry After Truth




* Perception, conception, or apprehension is the
mere simple contemplation of things offered to
our mind, without affirming of denying anything
concerning them.

* Judgment is that operation of the mind whereby
we join two or more ideas together by one
affirmation or negation; that is we either affirm
or deny this to be that.

Isaac Watts, Logic, the Right Use of Reason in the Inquiry After Truth




* Argumentation or reasoning is that operation of the mind,
whereby we infer one thing, that is, one proposition, from
two or more propositions premised: or the drawing a
conclusion, which before was either unknown, or dark, or
doubtful...

Disposition is that operation of the mind, whereby we put

the ideas, propositions, and arguments, which we have
formed concerning one subject, into such an order as is
fittest to gain the clearest knowledge of it, to retain it the
longest, and to explain it to others in the best manner.

Isaac Watts, Logic, the Right Use of Reason in the Inquiry After Truth




Reason Questions

Facts, Memorization

Who were the Pilgrims?

What countries did they
live in prior to coming to
America?

When did they arrive at
Plymouth Rock?

Where did they originally
land and then settle?

Reason and Ponder

Why did the Pilgrims leave
their homes and come to this
wilderness?

How did God direct them?
What specific circumstances
did He use?

In what way do you emulate
the character of the Pilgrims?

How are the challenges that
the Pilgrims faced like those of
ours today?



Sample Reason Questions

How did the Hebrew Republic reflect God’s form of
government? In what ways was it the same as
America’s original Constitution and Bill of Rights?

Why did the chain of Christianity move westward
from Asia to Europe? What were the implications of
this?

How was the Christian character trait of perseverance
shown in the life of George Washington?

How did internal and external weaknesses cause the
downfall of ancient Egypt?

How did John Quincy Adams exhibit the principle of
Christian self-government from an early age?
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America’s Christian History Timeline

Individuals, leading ideas, nations, or events that God, in His
Sovereign Providence and in regard to the dispensation of
the fullness of the times, has prepared for CHRIST, HIS-STORY.
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Timelines

Display the HAND of GOD to reveal PROVIDENCE

Reveal the natural order of the unfolding story
(i.e., the plot or PROVIDENTIAL PLAN) and

reinforces the principle of UNITY

Provide a means for making connections and
forming associations (e.g., RELATING)

Outline a CHRONOLOGICAL subject study




WALL CHART

WORLD The Wall Chart of World

HISTORY History: From Earliest Times
Froms Eaelest Tims b0 the Prevent to the Present, Facsimile

ADNONMMILE PN Edition




"IN NNN
> 1% 4 . , -

" N - v Jv. - — : o b “.
gl B L0 T TS d {8 e (2

»
. . o B .-"’
AV A e ™ QQ "\
. ¥
..

L4

- e T

3950 .

’'ry WNEE £ SATTs DS Mo Srvdocre

LUGT ILTA A

¥ A.lz"

« ¢+ 50%

',\mo;ol/&wv y e (N e
MIM{W}?M&:

» ﬁr

2 N §



T

”

=

Jesus Christ,

= S
- Moses and the Focal Point Paul & the The Bible oliaibia Christian American Christian Expansion & Restoration
Creation The Law of History Christian Church in English OB Founding Republic Erosion "Me"

’ = e

1450 50 1380 1492 162( 1776 1800s

Euclid
(326-265 BC)

“Where there is matter, there is geometry.”
~ Johannes Kepler
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“Key” Charts

Key Individuals

Key Events

Key Documents

Key Institutions

See “American Christian History Curriculum for Senior High School” by
Katherine Dang In A Guide to American Christian Education




Key Individuals

PRESUPPOSITION:

Every Individual has a Christian history and a
Providential purpose in the advancement of the
gospel of the kingdom of God.




The study of the lives of INDIVIDUALS reveals

Man’s need for a SAVIOR and God’s LOVE for man

Personal character, conscience, and government with
which we can RELATE as individuals

The causative forces of Character and Conscience of
individuals through the testimony of their lives as
documented especially in primary documents and
secondary sources of their contemporaries

The DISTINCTIVENESS of a period of history, not defined
by its dates but by its PEOPLE

ROLE MODELS and HEROES whose lives are worthy of
emulation

The SACREDNESS of lives yesterday, today, & tomorrow
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Key Individual: Biblical Reference:

Providential Preparation Character Formation Christian Contribution
(Time, place, God’s hand in his life) (Reputation, identity, capabilities, attitude, spirit, (Accomplishments, quality of character, impact on
personality traits) individuals and nations)
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KEY INSTITUTION REFERENCE

Doctrinal Base Character of the People Government

(Foundations; Truths taught as foundational; | (Physical — energy, activity; Moral Disposition; | (Manner of controlling men, internal or external;
Controlling ideas) Mental Disposition) Form of civil government, Constitution or laws;
Conduct)




KEY DOCUMENT REFERENCE

Quoted Statements of the document Principles of Christian Civil Government Identified

View of Sovereignty (individual, state, God)
Christian (bottom up, Christian self-government)
Pagan (top down, external government control)




KEY EVENT BIBLICAL REFERENCE
Causes and Purposes Key Individuals Principles of Civil Historical Significance
Government
What initiates event Adversaries Pagan, top-down Effect
Primary Causes Proponents Christian, bottom up Results
Secondary Causes Names, groups, associations, What principle can be deduced | As link in God’s Purpose and
Inspiration/Motives nations Chain of Christianity




Key Event: Biblical Reference:

Record Event in Our Story Principle(s) (General Truths) Application /
God’s purpose in His Story




Analyzing Current Events Biblically

Complete in ink using only complete sentences. The oral presentation counts 20
points.

Student:
Name of source used, author, and title of article:
Topic of article:

* Using a complete sentence, state what Biblical principle this article addresses.
(5 pts.)

Define at least one key term using Webster’s 1828 Dictionary (available on-line or
in the classroom). (10 pts.)

Explain the Biblical principle, using at least two verses of Scripture. (30 pts.)
Contrast the Biblical view and the opposing non-Biblical view. (15 pts.)

Your Biblically based solution to the issue and/or conclusions (20 pts.)
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Principle of Cause and Effect
or Internal and External

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye

may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God. (Romans 12:1-2)

Conform- to conform one's self (i.e. one's mind and
character) to another's pattern, (fashion one's self
according to) i.e.. to be changed from the outside in

Transform- change into another form, to transform, to
transfigure: to be changed from the inside out




Internal vs. External
Cause and Effect

What was the first instance of cause and effect in the Bible?

Humans will naturally see the external and not reason to the
internal. And we will naturally see effects and not properly
discern causes. “Man looks at the outward appearance but
God looks at the heart.”

Also, we tend to discern secondary causes and not primary
ones.

Key leading idea: Character is causative; the internal causes
the external




Internal vs. External

Internal (Cause)

Invisible
Primary
Character

Spirit of the Law

External (Effect)

Visible
Secondary
Behavior

Letter of the Law



Examples from Scripture

Internal

(Proverbs 4:23) heart

(Proverbs 23:7) thinketh in his
heart

(I Samuel 16:7) heart
(Matthew 15:17) heart
(Ephesians3:16) inner man
(Hebrews 8:10) laws in heart &
mind

(Mark 12:41-44) generous
heart

(John 7:24) righteous
judgment

(I Peter 3:3-4) hidden man of
the heart

(Luke 11:38-40) inward part

External
issues of life
so is he
outward appearance
things which defile man
strength
in covenant with God
two small copper coins
appearance
outward adornment
outside of the cup



Patrick

Internal (Cause)
Obedient

Listened to God

Walked in the power of the
Holy Spirit

Had discernment of spirits

Humble-Would not accept the
honor of men

Courageous

External (Effect)

Named Patrick (Noble)
Theologically trained
Preached the gospel
Opposed druid priests

Led over 100,000 to Christ

Started 200-300 churches,
schools and a college

Applied the Bible to civil
government

Helped Irish become missionaries
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The American Dream

Cause

Value of the individual
Freedom of worship
Property rights

Freedom to labor and enjoy
the fruits of one’s labor

Elected representatives
Freedom of expression
Entrepreneurial freedom

Individual self government and
limited civil government

Primacy of the Biblical family

Effect
Liberty
Justice
Prosperity
Charity
Knowledge



Roman

The Pagan Idea of Man: Examples of Lack of Understanding for Respect of

Human Life

ackd fgns 9Yar Joy
-

Circumstances Oor Situation

Intermal

Motivation

Fxtermal Action

)Tcxr“q_uff\ e Proud (L wdivs ) and
Tadla murdered eacheserd spaoses Yo
dain Corbyo\ 6% Pome.  AlsaiKi \led

Senater Cervious 4 and Tolalhis dcwcorﬂw\)

To @(}iﬁ Mo e PO
To role Rome

Hhemsel ves . “Gﬂiﬁd

Morde © and,
1 req Ch@,{")/ i

ra) ovel \ne bo(\}(o

A

| ClimbT nay up ille

) Teibue onGaurd od Coitel duiy|

Sach of hone Seiledvorear Couls |

Cregnp got Chimed 4

v
5) Cas g::‘) Vennlud by

Y.

{irrioune dogon pPrecp,

Pomgns threws




Implications for education

* In Christian education, we are “renewing the mind”
that students might conform their will to God’s will.

 We are not just interested in outward conformity to
rules, but a changed heart.

* As individuals change so will the other spheres of
authority: family, church, voluntary associations, civil
governments.




Comparing and Contrasting

Light and Darkness

Spirit vs. the Flesh

God vs. Satan

Heaven vs. Hell

Good vs. Evil

Wisdom vs. Foolishness

Obedience vs. Rebellion

Pride vs. Humility

Old Covenant vs. New Covenant
Saved by Grace vs. Keeping of the Law
Friends vs. Enemies

Death vs. Life

By one man sin entered into the world, by one man grace
Freedom vs. Slavery

Riches vs. Poverty




Condemnation vs. Justification

Death through Adam, Life through Second Adam (Christ)
Truth vs. Grace

Sins reigns unto death, grace reigns until eternal life
Weakness vs. Strength

Wages of sin death, gift of God eternal life

Suffer as a murderer, suffer as a Christian

Thankfulness vs. grumbling

Faith vs. works

A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son grief to
his mother. ( Proverbs 10:1)

Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring
wealth. (10:4)

The memory of the righteous will be a blessing, but the
name of the wicked will rot. (10:7)
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Purpose for Drama in the classroom

Enlivens and gives spirit to the lesson!

. When a child “lives” a story, assumes the role of a
character, and represents the action in his own
person, the story becomes his permanent
possession.

Refines the students’ speech and oratorical skills.
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Resources

* Plymouth Plantation Day packet (FACE
product)

* Celebrate our Christian Holidays Like You Were

There (FACE product)
* A Night of Reformation, by Pam Forster




Music for History/Bible Class

* YouTube has period music for Reformation
Period, Colonial Period, the Revolutionary
War Era and the Civil War Era

 What are some ways you can use music in
your history classroom?




Your Thoughts

Why should you prioritize field studies in your
history curriculum?










Art in the History/Bible Classroom

Why use art in the teaching of history and Bible?
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Richard Hakluyt 1552-1616




Embarkation of the Pilgrims







First Thanksgiving




Battle of Monongahela




For further study

Principle Approach® Training Series- online courses

The Philosophy & Methods of the Principle
Approach: Foundations, $149.99

Renewing the Mind: The Self-Directed Study in
the Principle Approach, $49.99

The Authentic Principle Approach: 4-R'ing the
Seven Principles, $74.99

Mastering Providential History: The Pilgrim Study,
$74.99




Thank you!

Max Lyons, Ph.D.
The Foundation for American
Christian Education
www.face.net

max@face.net
757-488-6601
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