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The Purpose of Education 

Max Lyons 

According to Webster, there are four things that education should result in: a 

mind illuminated by God’s truth, Christian self-government, Christian character, 

the tools for success in life and a career.  

EDUCA'TION, noun [Latin educatio.] The bringing up, as of a child, instruction; 

formation of manners. education comprehends all that series of instruction and 

discipline which is intended to enlighten the understanding, correct the temper, 

and form the manners and habits of youth, and fit them for usefulness in their 

future stations. To give children a good education in manners, arts and science, is 

important; to give them a religious education is indispensable; and an immense 

responsibility rests on parents and guardians who neglect these duties. Noah 

Webster, 1828 American Dictionary of the English Language 

 The purpose of education is so we can fulfill the Great Commission: 

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus 

had appointed for them. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but 

some doubted. And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all 

the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. Matthew 28: 18-20 

The Pilgrims and Puritans believed that the purpose of education was so that a 

child could learn to read the Bible, so that they could obey God in all areas of life:  

It being one chief project of that old deluder, Satan, to keep men from the 

knowledge of the Scriptures, as in former times keeping them in an unknown 

tongue, so in these later times by perswading from the use of tongues, that so at 

least the true sense and meaning of the Originall might be clowded by false 

glosses of Saint-seeming deceivers; and that Learning may not be buried in the 
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graves of our fore-fathers in Church and Commonwealth, the Lord assisting our 

indeavors: it is therefore ordered by this Court and Authoritie therof;   Old 

Deluder Satan Law, 1647 

John Milton proposed that education was to know God and out of this 

relationship to build our lives, families, businesses and governments according to 

His ways: 

“The end then of learning is to repair the ruins of our first parents by regaining to 
know God aright, and out of that knowledge to love him, to imitate him, to be like 
him, as we may the nearest by possessing our souls of true virtue, which being 
united to the heavenly grace of faith makes up the highest perfection.” 

The purpose of education is to lay a foundation of Christian character and 

Christian self-government: 

"Let Divines, and Philosophers, Statesmen and Patriots unite their endeavours to 
renovate the Age, by impressing the Minds of Men with the importance of 
educating their little boys, and girls - of inculcating in the Minds of youth the fear, 
and Love of the Deity, and universal Phylanthropy; and in subordination to these 
great principles, the Love of their Country - of instructing them in the Art of self 
government, without which they never can act a wise part in the Government of 
Societys great, or small - in short of leading them in the Study, and Practice of the 
exalted Virtues of the Christian system, which will happily tend to subdue the 
turbulent passions of Men, and introduce that Golden Age beautifully described 
in figurative language; when the Wolf shall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard 
lie down with the Kid - the Cow, and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie 
down together, and the Lyon shall eat straw like the Ox - none shall then hurt, or 
destroy; for the Earth shall be full of the Knowledge of the Lord." Samuel Adams 
 

 

 


